THE  GROWTH  OF  FEUDALISM

or monks to elect their sons bishop or abbot, sometimes while still
children.

On entering the ranks of the clergy, these laymen brought with
them the habits of an ignorant and coarse society; they remained
devoid of culture, indifferent to the rules of the Church or in-
capable of conforming to them. Prelates belonging to warrior
families continued to live the same life as their relatives. They
went to war or followed the chase, got drunk at banquets, co-
habited with women, and neglected their functions as bishop or
abbot. The priests and lower clergy, being neither educated nor
subject to supervision, could by now hardly be distinguished from
the laity. They wore the same costume, took part in the same
amusements, frequented taverns, played games for money, and
took wives, legitimate or otherwise - for it is difficult to draw a
distinction at this period, when marriage was a de facto condition
depending upon nothing but the consent of the two parties. The
monks rebelled against their rule, ceased to obey their abbot or
to work, pray, and observe fasts and abstinence.

The documentary evidence available dotis not enable us to
ascertain precisely to what extent the clergy of Franco had become
secularized, but it gives us the impression that in the tenth century
the very large majority of the prelates and priests were not living
in obedience to their rule. Most of the accounts have reference
to the regular clergy and give many examples of disorderly con-
duct. In some instances the monks drove out the abbot when he
endeavoured to enforce their observance of the rule. Those abbots
who succeeded in doing so are covered with such praise as to
suggest that they must have been rare exceptions in their day.

5 T H E   REFORM   OF  THE   C L K R G Y

The clergy had departed from the Roman tradition of unity
and order and become assimilated to the disintegrated and dis-
organized type of secular feudal society. This way of life, which
was opposed to the laws of the Church, grieved the ecclesiastics
who had remained faithful to its traditions. As early as the tenth
century a few could be found who were determined to restore
discipline by forcing the clergy to obey the rules, The initiative
was taken by the monks, who lived apart from the secular world
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